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or involution, as only by these could diversity be obtained,
whereas now they are evil as retarding the process of
integration, as checking the inward-flowing tide of life
towards the pole of Spirit. Again, man having evolved to
a stage at which the infliction of pain on others is against
his evolution towards the Divine Love, we call that inflic-
tion of pain a ' crime '. Also, selfishness w^ich was neces-
sary at one time for the development of individualism is
now evil, because the selfish man is acting against the Law
of Love and is reverting to a previous stage in evolution
which he ought to have outgrown. In fact, selfishness is
like the scaffolding which was useful when the building was
under construction, but w^ich is not only useless but even
a hindrance after the completion of the building. Thus
good and evil are purely relative terms, and we realise that
that which is good at an earlier stage, is evil at a later
one, and that conversely, that which is good at a later
stage is undesirable at an earlier one, when man could not
appreciate it and so could not be helped forward by it.

This retarding force of evil subserves many
purposes. The life that is in us cannot manifest its higher
capacities unless we are placed under conditions in which
we have to struggle against opposition  Evil is, as it were,
the weight opposing the muscle, and as we develop the
body by struggling against the opposing external weight,
so do we develop the moral character by struggling against
evil which is the opposite of every virtue. Every virtue
has its opposite evil. Truth and falsehood, courage and
cowardice, compassion and hatred, humility and pride,
are pairs of opposites. We can develop truth only by
struggling against the false, by realising that in the world
around us there is falsehood on every side of us ; and only
by our efforts against it can we purify our nature from